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 Spelling: Handwriting: Reading: SPaG: Features of a ____: Writing: 
Autumn A 
 
 
Fiction 

- Prefixes  
dis, mis, in, il, im, ir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Suffix -ation 
(information, adoration, 
sensation, preparation, 
admiration) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- ure sound at the 
end of words 
(measure, treasure, 
pleasure, enclosure, 
creature, furniture, 
picture, nature, 
adventure) 

1. Revising joins 
in a word: ness, 
ship  
 
2. Revising joins 
in a word: ing, 
ed  
 
3. Revising joins 
in a word: s  
 
4. Revising joins 
in a word: ify  
 
5. Revising joins 
in a word: nn, 
mm, ss 
 

2d: Inference  
 
2e: Prediction  
 
Explain and 
discuss their 
understanding 
through debate 
 
2b: Retrieve and 
record 
information from 
fiction 
 
2c: Summarising 
main ideas 
 
2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct speech 
 
Subordinate clauses 
 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Possessive and 
plural possessive 
apostrophes 
 
Conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to 
express time and 
cause 
 
Paragraphs 
 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 
Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 
Diary entry features: 
First person 
Inference 
 
Non-chronological report 
features: 
Sub-headings 
Present tense 
Factual, not opinion based 
Third person 
 
Letter features: 
Address and date 
Dear ____, 
First person 
Persuasive language 

Writing to inform: 
 
Diary entry 
Non-chronological report 
(can be linked to class text 
or foundation subject) 
  
Writing to persuade: 
 
Letter 
 
Writing to entertain: 
 
Character description 
Descriptive writing 
Story writing 
Options: 
- Story retell 
- Change of ending 
- Change of perspective 
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Character description features: 
Third person 
Inference 
Good description 
 
Descriptive writing features: 
Figurative language 
Good description 
High quality vocabulary 
 
Story features: 
Setting, character, plot 
Third person (usually) 
Chronological order 
 

Autumn B 
 
 
Fairy tales, myths 
and legends 
 

- Prefixes: 
re, sub, inter, auto, 
super, anti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Suffix -ous 
(poisonous, dangerous, 
mountainous, famous, 
various, tremendous, 

6. Revising 
parallel 
ascenders: tt, ll, 
bb  
 
7. Revising 
parallel 
ascenders and 
descenders: pp, 
ff  
 
8. Revising joins 
to an 
anticlockwise 
letter: cc, dd  
 

2d: Inference  
 
2e: Prediction  
 
2c: Summarising 
main ideas 
 
2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 

Direct speech 
 
Subordinate clauses 
 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Present perfect 
verbs 
 
Possessive and 
plural possessive 
apostrophes 
 
Conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 
Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 
Journalistic writing features: 
Factual and objective 

Writing to inform: 
 
Journalistic writing 
Diary entry 
  
Writing to persuade: 
 
Advert (Enterprise Week) 
 
Writing to entertain: 
 
Descriptive writing 
Story writing 
Options: 
- Story retell 
- Change of ending 
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enormous, glamorous, 
jealous, courageous, 
outrageous, serious, 
obvious, curious, hideous, 
spontaneous, courteous 
etc.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
- que and gue 
(league, tongue, antique, 
unique etc.) 

 

9. Revising 
break letters: 
alphabetical 
order  
 
10. Linking 
spelling and 
handwriting: 
related words 
 

 express time and 
causes 
 
 

Fair and balanced 
Chronological order 
 
Diary entry features: 
First person 
Inference 
 
Advert features: 
Persuasive language 
Attention grabbing 
 
Character description features: 
Third person 
Inference 
Good description 
 
Story features: 
Setting, character, plot 
Third person (usually) 
Chronological order 

- Change of perspective 
 

Spring A 
 
Fiction 
 
 

- ei, eigh and ey 
(vein, weigh, eight, 
neighbour, they, obey) 

 
 
- Homophones and 
near homophones 
(accept/except, 
affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, 
fair/fare, grate/great, 
groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, 
mail/male, main/mane, 

1. Introducing 
sloped writing  
 
2. Parallel 
ascenders: ad, 
al, af  
 
3. Parallel 
descenders and 
break letters: 
ight, ough  

2g: Discuss words 
and phrases that 
captures the 
readers’ interest 
 
2d: Inference  
 
2e: Prediction  
 

Fronted adverbials 
 
Subordinate clauses 
 
Direct speech 
 
Possessive and 
plural possessive 
apostrophes 
 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 

Writing to inform: 
 
Non-chronological report 
Diary entry 
  
Writing to persuade: 
 
Speech 
 
Writing to entertain: 
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meat/meet, 
medal/meddle, 
missed/mist, peace/piece, 
plain/plane, 
rain/reign/rein, 
scene/seen, 
weather/whether, 
whose/who’s etc.)  

 
 
-tion, -sion, -ssion, -
cian 
(invention, injection, 
action, hesitation, 
completion, expression, 
discussion, confession, 
permission, admission, 
expansion, extension, 
comprehension, tension, 
musician, electrician, 
magician, politician, 
mathematician etc.) 

 
4. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: ious  
 
5. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: able, ful 
 

2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 
 

Conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to 
express time and 
causes 
 
 
 
 

Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 
Non-chronological report 
features: 
Sub-headings 
Present tense 
Factual, not opinion based 
Third person 
 
Diary entry features: 
First person 
Inference 
 
Speech features: 
Persuasive language 
Factual 
Conclusive paragraph 
 
Character description features: 
Third person 
Inference 
Good description 
 
Story features: 
Setting, character, plot 
Third person (usually) 
Chronological order 
 

Character description 
Story writing 
Options: 
- Story retell 
- Change of ending 
- Change of perspective 
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Spring B 
 
Non-Fiction (Three 
Weeks) 
 
Poetry (Two weeks) 
 
 
 

- Prefixes  
dis, mis, in, il, im, ir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Suffix -ation 
(information, adoration, 
sensation, preparation, 
admiration) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- ure sound at the 
end of words 
(measure, treasure, 
pleasure, enclosure, 
creature, furniture, 
picture, nature, 
adventure) 

1. Introducing 
sloped writing  
 
2. Parallel 
ascenders: ad, 
al, af  
 
3. Parallel 
descenders and 
break letters: 
ight, ough  
 
4. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: ious  
 
5. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: able, ful 
 

Non-fiction: 
2b: Retrieve and 
record 
information from 
non-fiction 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 
 
Poetry: 
Learning a wide 
range of poetry 
by heart (poetry 
week) 
 
2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 

Non-fiction: 
Headings/sub-
headings 
 
Paragraphs around a 
theme 
 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Poetry: 
Noun/Expanded 
noun phrases  
 
Vocabulary for 
effect 
 
 
 
 
 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 
Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 
Non-chronological report 
features: 
Sub-headings 
Present tense 
Factual, not opinion based 
Third person 
 
Instructional features: 
Imperative verbs 
Bullet points 
Chronological order 
Time adverbials  
 
Journalistic writing features: 
Factual and objective 
Fair and balanced 
Chronological order 

Writing to inform: 
 
Non-chronological report 
Writing instructions 
Journalistic writing 
 
Writing to entertain: 
 
Poetry x2 
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Poetry features: 
Good description 
High quality vocabulary 
Rhyming couplets  
 

Summer A 
 
 
 
Fiction 
 

- Prefixes: 
re, sub, inter, auto, 
super, anti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Suffix -ous 
(poisonous, dangerous, 
mountainous, famous, 
various, tremendous, 
enormous, glamorous, 
jealous, courageous, 
outrageous, serious, 
obvious, curious, hideous, 
spontaneous, courteous 
etc.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: v, k  
 
2. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: ic, ist  
 
3. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: ion  
 
4. Size, 
proportion and 
spacing: 
contractions  
 
5. Speed and 
fluency: ible, 
able 
 

2d: Inference  
 
2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
Explain and 
discuss their 
understanding 
through debate 
 
2e: Prediction  
 
2c: Summarising 
main ideas 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 
 

Subordinate clauses 
 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Vocabulary for 
effect 
 
Possessive and 
plural possessive 
apostrophes 
 
Direct speech 
 
Conjunctions, 
prepositions and 
adverbs to express 
time and cause 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 
Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 
Journalistic writing features: 
Factual and objective 
Fair and balanced 
Chronological order 
 
Diary entry features: 
First person 
Inference 
 
Argument features: 
Balanced 
Persuasive language 

Writing to inform: 
 
Journalistic writing 
Diary entry 
  
Writing to persuade: 
 
Argument (linked to debate) 
 
Writing to entertain: 
 
Character description 
Descriptive writing 
Story writing 
Options: 
- Story retell 
- Change of ending 
- Change of perspective 
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- que and gue 
(league, tongue, antique, 
unique etc.) 

 

Factual 
Conclusive paragraph 
 
Character description features: 
Third person 
Inference 
Good description 
 
Descriptive writing features: 
Figurative language 
Good description 
High quality vocabulary 
 
Story features: 
Setting, character, plot 
Third person (usually) 
Chronological order 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summer B 
 
 
Non-fiction 
 
Play (Two weeks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- ei, eigh and ey 
(vein, weigh, eight, 
neighbour, they, obey) 

 
 
- Homophones and 
near homophones 
(accept/except, 
affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, 
fair/fare, grate/great, 
groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, 
mail/male, main/mane, 
meat/meet, 
medal/meddle, 
missed/mist, peace/piece, 

6. Speed and 
fluency: 
diminutives  
 
7. Print alphabet  
 
8. Print capitals  
 
9. Assessment  
 
10. Presentation 
skills: font styles 
 

Explain and 
discuss 
understanding 
through formal 
presentation 
 
2d: Inference  
 
2f: Information 
contributing to 
meaning 
 
2e: Prediction  
 

Direct speech 
 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Subordinate clauses 
 
Paragraphs 
 
Conjunctions, 
prepositions, 
adverbs to express 
time and cause 
 

Create short version or part of 
expected piece of writing to 
analyse as a whole class. 
Include the following features in 
each text alongside the success 
criteria from the skills children 
learned earlier in the week. 
Children to identify these 
features in this lesson. 
Identify these features on the 
planning frames for children to 
refer to. 
 

Writing to inform: 
 
Non-chronological report 
Diary entry 
 
Writing to persuade: 
 
Letter 
 
Writing to entertain: 
 
Play (two weeks) 
Story writing 
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plain/plane, 
rain/reign/rein, 
scene/seen, 
weather/whether, 
whose/who’s etc.)  
 
 
-tion, -sion, -ssion, -
cian 
(invention, injection, 
action, hesitation, 
completion, expression, 
discussion, confession, 
permission, admission, 
expansion, extension, 
comprehension, tension, 
musician, electrician, 
magician, politician, 
mathematician etc.) 

2g: 
Identify/explain 
how meaning is 
enhanced 
through words 
and phrases 
 
2a: Meaning of 
words in context 
(ongoing through 
use of vocab 
boards) 
 
Misconceptions 

Present perfect 
form of verbs 
 
 

Non-chronological report 
features: 
Sub-headings 
Present tense 
Factual, not opinion based 
Third person 
 
Diary entry features: 
First person 
Inference 
 
Letter features: 
Address and date 
Dear ____, 
First person 
Persuasive language 
 
Story features: 
Setting, character, plot 
Third person (usually) 
Chronological order 
 
Play features: 
Curriculum content 
Jokes 
Songs 
High quality props 
 

Options: 
- Story retell 
- Change of ending 
- Change of perspective 
 
 

World Book Day: 
- Recommending books they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 
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- participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

 
Poetry week: 

- Learning a wide range of poetry by heart 
 

 

Reading lesson guidance: 
 

Reading curriculum link: Reading lesson activity: How to embed learning 
in exercise books: 

•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to 

meaning 
 

Conscience alley 
  
A useful technique for exploring any kind of dilemma faced by a character, 
providing an opportunity to analyse a decisive moment in greater detail. The 
class forms two lines facing each other. One person (the teacher or a 
participant) walks between the lines as each member of the group speaks 
their advice. It can be organised so that those on one side give opposing 
advice to those on the other. When the character reaches the end of the 
alley, she makes her decision. Sometimes known as Decision Alley or Thought 
Tunnel. 
  
https://youtu.be/-Hs0LirW9v8 
  

•      Write a short note to 
the character 
giving them advice 
on what to do next 
and suggest 
reasons why you 
are giving that 
advice. 

  

•       Summarise main ideas 
•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to          

meaning 
•       Prediction 

Freeze frame 
  

Like pressing a pause button on a remote control. Children demonstrate a 
critical moment in a scene or story by standing in still poses demonstrating 
what their character is doing, how they are feeling etc. After children have 

•       Children to write 
what they did in 
their freeze frame in 
role, why their 
character was 
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•     Meaning enhanced through 
words and phrases 

demonstrated their freeze frame in small groups, other children/adults 
question the children based on their actions, facial expressions etc. Children to 
give justify their answers based on evidence from the text. Once completed, 
children to write what they did in their freeze frame as their character and 
why. 
  
https://youtu.be/fIueLbP7NOI 
  

doing what they 
were doing, how 
they were feeling 
and why etc. 

•       Summarise main ideas 
•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to          

meaning 
•       Prediction 
•     Meaning enhanced through 
words and phrases 
 

Flashbacks 
  

A step up from freeze frames. Children to 
create freeze-frames in small groups but 
then (when the teacher claps their hands) 
they move into a second freeze frame from 
before their original. 
  

•       Children to write what they did in their freeze frame in 
role, why their character was doing what they were 
doing, how they were feeling and why etc. 

•       Demonstrate how the flashback changed the 
character’s feelings, thoughts and actions within their 
writing. 

•       Summarise main ideas 
•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to          

meaning 
•       Prediction 
•     Meaning enhanced through 
words and phrases 
 

Flashforwards 
  

A step up from freeze frames. Children to 
create freeze-frames in small groups but 
then (when the teacher claps their hands) 
they move into a second freeze frame from 
after their original. 
  

•       Children to write what they did in their freeze frame in 
role, why their character was doing what they were 
doing, how they were feeling and why etc. 

•       Demonstrate how the flashforwards changed the 
character’s feelings, thoughts and actions within their 
writing. 

•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to 

meaning 
 

Hot seating 
  

Hot seating is where one or a small group of children sit at the front of a class 
or small group. Teacher asks as a facilitator, pushing the questioning in the 
right direction. They are then asked questions about their feelings, thoughts 
and motives and have to give reasons for their answers based on the 
story/text. It is best to give children time to prepare their questions in their 
exercise books. 

•       Write questions they 
are going to ask 
pre hot-seating. 

•       Write what they 
have learned 
about the 
character. 

•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to 

meaning 
 

Role on the wall 
  

Outline of a body drawn on board/paper. 

•       Children to create 
role on the wall 
independently in 



Year 4 
English Planning Progression Document 

Words or phrases describing a character are then written directly onto the 
drawing or stuck on using sticky notes. This technique can be carried out as a 
group or individually. You can include facts such as physical appearance, 
age, gender, location, as well as subjective ideas such as likes/dislikes, 
friends/enemies, opinions, motivations, secrets, dreams etc. Remember to 
push children to suggest reasons for their ideas. 

their exercise books 
using body 
template. 

•       Inference 
•       Information contributing to 

meaning 
 

Thought tracking 
  

Thought tracking is a natural follow-up to still images and freeze frames. Once 
children have made an image, explain that when you tap them on the 
shoulder you would like them to speak the thoughts or feelings of their 
character aloud. At the beginning this may just be one or two words but 
children will soon gain confidence to express themselves in longer sentences. It 
doesn’t take long to thought-track each child in a group so that you reveal a 
wide range of attitudes and feelings from different characters. 

•       Children to write a 
short diary entry as 
their character 
explaining what 
they were 
doing/feeling/thinki
ng and suggest 
reasons for this. 

 

Reading domains (to support planning and questioning during reading teaching): 
 

2a: Give/explain the meaning of words in context 

 

· What does this… word/phrase/sentence… tell you about… character/setting/mood etc? 

· Highlight a key phrase or line. By writing a line in this way what effect has the author created? 

· In the story, 'x' is mentioned a lot. Why? 

· The writer uses words like … to describe …. What does this tell you about a character or setting? 

· What other words/phrases could the author have used? 

· The writer uses …words/phrases…to describe … How does this make you feel? 

· How has the writer made you and/or character feel …happy /sad/angry/ frustrated/lonely/bitter etc? 
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2b: Retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 

· Where does the story take place? 

· When did the story take place? 

· What did s/he/it look like? 

· Who was s/he/it? 

· Where did s/he/it live? 

· Who are the characters in the book? 

· Where in the book would you find…? 

· What do you think is happening here? 

· What happened in the story? 

· What might this mean? 

· Through whose eyes is the story told? 

· Which part of the story best describes the setting? 

· What words and /or phrases do this? 

· What part of the story do you like best? 

· What evidence do you have to justify your opinion? 

 

2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

 

· What’s the main point in this paragraph? 
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· Can you sum up what happens in these three/four/five… paragraphs? 

· You’ve got ‘x’ words; sum up these paragraphs. 

· Sort the information in these paragraphs. Do any of them deal with the same information? 

· Make a table/chart to show the information in these paragraphs. 

· Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? How many times is it mentioned? 

 

 

2d: Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text 

 

· What makes you think that? 

· Which words give you that impression? 

· How do you feel about…? 

· Can you explain why…? 

· I wonder what the writer intended? 

· I wonder why the writer decided to…? 

· What do these words mean and why do you think the author chose them? 

 

 

2e: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

 

· Can you think of another story, which has a similar theme; e.g. good over evil; weak over strong; wise over foolish? Do you think this story will go the same way? 

· Do you know of another story which deals with the same issues; e.g. social; moral; cultural? Could this happen in this story? 
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· Which other author handles time in this way; e.g. flashbacks; dreams? 

· Which stories have openings like this? Do you think this story will develop in the same way? 

· Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story develops? 

· How is character X like someone you know? Do you think they will react in the same way? 

 

 

2f: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole 

 

· Explain why a character did something. 

· Explain a character's different/changing feelings throughout a story. How do you know? 

· What are the clues that a character is liked/disliked/envied/feared/loved/hated etc…? 

· What is similar/different about two characters? 

· Why is 'x' (character/setting/event) important in the story? 

· What is the story (theme) underneath the story? Does this story have a moral or a message? 

· Why do you think the author chose to use a… question/bullet/subheading/table etc to present the information? 

· How does the title/layout encourage you to read on/find information? 

· Where does it tell you that…? 

· Why has the writer written/organised the text in this way? 

· In what ways do the illustrations support the instructions? 

· How could these instructions/information/illustrations be improved? 

· Who do you think this information is for? 
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2g: Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases 

 

· What does the word 'x' tell you about 'y'? 

· Find two or three ways that the writer tells you 'x'. 

· What does this… word/phrase/sentence… tell you about… character/setting/mood etc? 

· Highlight a key phrase or line. By writing a line in this way what effect has the author created? 

· In the story, 'x' is mentioned a lot. Why? 

· The writer uses words like … to describe …. What does this tell you about a character or setting? 

· What other words/phrases could the author have used? 

· The writer uses …words/phrases…to describe … How does this make you feel? 

· How has the writer made you and/or character feel …happy /sad/angry/ frustrated/lonely/bitter etc? 

· Has the writer been successful in their purpose or use of language? 

· What do you think the writer meant by… 'x'? 

· Which words do you think are most important? Why? 

· Which words do you like the best? Why? 

· The author makes an action/description 'like' something else. Why? 

· The author states that 'x' is something it isn't. What is the effect of this? Why have they done this? 

 

 

2h: Make comparisons within the text. 
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· Describe different characters' reactions to the same event in a story. 

· How is it similar to …? 

· How is it different to …? 

· Is it as good as …? 

· Which is better and why? 

· Compare and contrast different character/settings/themes in the text 

· What do you think about the way information is organised in different parts of the text? Is there a reason for why this has been done? 

 

 
 

 
 

  


